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Sources of Best
Practices
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Process of
Effective Development
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Best Practices for Weatherization

Model Weatherization
Best Practices for
Northern Climates
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Blower Door

u Perform at least a pre- and post-
weatherization blower door test and record
CFM;, values.

= While blower door is depressurizing, inspect
interior of dwelling, including basement.
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Wisconsin Blower Door Test
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Air Sealing

= Use blower door guided air sealing methods.
= Develop a protocol for air sealing:
= Target CFMg, values (for example, Ohio).
= Cost-effective air sealing (for example, Wisconsin).
= Thermal boundary and pressure boundary (air barrier)
should be aligned.
» Do not seal penetrations in basement ceiling unless
= Such sealing will minimize health and safety problems;
= Such penetrations are leaking to the outdoors.
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Attic Bypass in Rhode Island
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Attic Insulation

= Use borate-only cellulose.
= Complete attic bypass work before installing attic
insulation.

= Ifatticis floored, remove enough flooring to thoroughly
inspect for and treat all air bypasses.

= Do not install insulation above attic floor without written
permission of client.
» Ifattic is already insulated, make sure that added
insulation passes the energy audit SIR test.
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Furnaces and Boilers
s Perform a combustion efficiency test.
= Measure carbon monoxide in vent connector.

» Test for draft and spillage under worst-case
conditions.

u Check for gas leaks at unit and in gas supply
lines.

u Check for temperature rise in furnaces.
m Clock gas meter for gas systems.

= Oil systems must be cleaned and tuned annually.
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Heating System Replacements

= Base replacements on energy audit SIR.

= When deciding whether to repair or replace,
consider the remaining service life of existing.

n ALWAYS calculate the design heat load
requirements for a replacement system.

= Whenever possible, replacement should be
direct-vent, sealed combustion.
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Air Conditioning (Cooling)

= Window units should be removed during the
heating season (preferred) or sealed with an
airtight cover.
= Replacement units should be ENERGYSTAR rated.

= For central units a professional service person
should be hired to check coil air flow, inspect for
refrigerant leaks and proper charge, and adjust
controls.
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Heat Pumps

= All heat pumps with electric auxiliary must be
served by a control system that minimizes the
operation of the electric resistance heaters.

= Inform clients about routine operation and
maintenance.

» A professional service person should be hired to

check coil air flow, inspect for refrigerant leaks
and proper charge, and adjust controls.
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Gas Range Testing

= Inspect the range top and oven burners for
proper operation and maintenance.

= Measure the range top burners for carbon
monoxide levels (as-measured).

s Measure the oven bake burner for carbon
monoxide levels (air-free).

= Deliver appropriate client education regarding
use and maintenance.
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